GIRL WENT DOWN TO SAVE ANOTHER

Boston Daily Globe

Sunday 21 April 1912

Miss Evans Gave Up Place in Boat That a Mother Could Live

Mrs Brown of Acton Tells of Her Rescue Due to Other's Sacrifice
Saved through the heroic generosity of a young and beautiful New York
girl, whose act cost the heroine her life, Mrs J. M. Brown of Acton, a
survivor of the lost Titanic arrived at her home yesterday afternoon,
having come through from New York on the Bay State express, which
arrived in Boston at 3 p.m.

Mrs Brown is much improved in health and spirits since she landed from
the Cunard rescuing ship Carpathia in New York last Thursday night, but
she is still much depressed, and so appreciated the act which permitted
her becoming a survivor that she can scarcely bear to speak of the
matter.

She was accompanied from New York by her sons, who had gone there to
meet her at the time the Carpathia reached her dock. Before she left

New York she granted an interview to a Globe representative, who spoke with
her at the home of her sister, Mrs Robert Cornell.

Miss Edith Evans Heroine

Miss Edith Evans of New York, the young and handsome girl who gave up
her life that Mrs Brown might be saved, was a niece of the first wife of
Pedro de Florez of Paris and the second wife of that gentleman is a

sister of Mrs Brown.

A cultured woman, widely read and one who has traveled far, Mrs Brown
found words inadequate to express her praise of the conduct of the men
on the short-lived Titanic. Tears came to her eyes and her gentle voice
shook with emotion as she told of the conduct of the noble Miss Evans,
whose example further illustrates the fact that not all the courage and
coolness in those trying hours was shown by the men on the sinking
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steamship.

The heroic young woman gave Mrs Brown precedence in getting into the
last boat to leave the steamship, simply because she knew Mrs Brown was
a mother. When Mrs Brown had been dropped into the lifeboat the little
craft was immediately cast off and the Massachusetts woman called to her
friend to follow her, but called in vain.

Felt Titanic Was Safest

Seated on a lounge in the Cornell house and surrounded by members of the
family, Mrs Brown told the story of her experience in a low, even voice,

now and then choked by emotion, as she vividly recalled the terrible

scenes of the terrible night.

"So far | have been trying to forget and | have not yet read any of the
accounts of the sinking of the Titanic.

"With my two sisters, Mrs Appleton (the wife of E. D. Appleton, the
publisher) and Mrs Robert C. Cornell, | went abroad about a month ago
because of the death of another sister, Lady Drummond, in Paris. On our
return we booked passage on the Titanic as we all felt she was the
biggest and safest ship in the world. On the homeward bound trip with

us was my friend Miss Evans, who apparently died with so many other
brave persons that night.”

"Up to the night of the shipwreck our voyage was the usual one at this
season of the year. Last Sunday afternoon we all understood that the
steamship had been notified of the neighborhood of icebergs, but as her
speed did not seem to be reduced | personally felt it must be all right
and that there was little to fear.

"l was just retiring that night when we struck the iceberg. There was

no sharp collision such as one might have expected under the
circumstances, but rather a long shuddering and a grinding and scraping
that all in my stateroom plainly felt. But there was no shock such as
would throw one forward or down even had one been standing.

Capt Smith Looked Pale but Calm
"Our stateroom was on the 'A’ deck, there being only another deck above
that, | believe. We were startled and we all put on some light

clothing, and | threw my fur coat over me.

"We could hear others leaving their staterooms and asking what was the
trouble, but there seemed to be some little excitement, owing to the
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fact that the engines had stopped, it was not vey great. WWe made our
way to the deck and soon learned that we had struck an iceberg. Then
the word came that they were trying to ascertain our damage.

"It was some little time after midnight that Capt Smith, followed by

John Jacob Astor, went rapidly along our deck. As he passed, Capt
Smith was quite pale and | have since had a feeling that he realized the
extent of our danger even at that time. But he seemed perfectly calm
and his voice was quite natural as he ordered all on deck to put on
lifebelts. His steady, quiet tones were reassuring. When | came to put
on my lifebelt | found | could not get it over my fur coat, so | took

the coat off and had only a light, thin coat to wear during the rest of

the night.

First Boat Had Few in It

"Then we saw the men lowering away the lifeboats and the women were
ordered into them. There was much excitement and considerable pushing
and crowding, so that my two sisters became separated from Miss Evans
and myself. My two sisters were placed in the first boat to be lowered,

but | was pushed away from it, and the boat was let down into the water
when it was rally only half loaded, so anxious did they seem to get it
cleared away.

"Boatload after boatload, mostly of women, were sent away from the ship.
You know the crowd about the rails was such that | was never near the
earlier boats to leave. When what | believe was the last lifeboat to

cast off from the foundering Titanic was lowered the monster steamship
was very low in the ocean---how low we didn't realize until we were in

the small boat.

Miss Evans Repelled Rescuers

"l do not know just what time it could have been when some of the men
called to Miss Evans and me to get into the boat. Three or four men
seized Miss Evans and started to lift her over the rail which came to
our chests, but she repelled them and cried out for them to put me into
the boat first, as | had children.”

Here Mrs Brown's eyes filled with tears.

"Well, those men took her at her word and put her down on the deck," she
continued after a short pause. "They seized hold of me and then let me
drop into the boat. | called to Miss Evans to follow me, but | did not

hear her answer, and almost at the same time the men in the boat cast
her adrift from the steamship, and | could hear those on the Titanic

Encyclopedia Titanica | PDF edition provided for personal reference only | Page 3/7



ordering all on the "A" deck to go to the opposite side and take the
boat being lowered there.

"l had not seen any boat being prepared there, and I thin the order was
given to keep persons away from the rail so that they would not leap

into our boat and swamp us. As it was, young Mr Thayer leaped from the
deck just after we had pulled away, and the men in our boat managed to
pull him into our craft.

Never Saw Brave Girl Again

"l have never seen Miss Evans since that awful moment when she bade the
men to put me in the boat before her. If there was another boat for her

it must have been lost in being launched, if it ever got into the water

at all. It does not seem to me there was time to clear away another

boat, even if there was one to lower away.

"When our boat pulled away from the side of the Titanic she was so far
down that the water was running over the forward portion of the "A" deck
and the musicians were playing a hymn with the water almost up to their
knees. | don't suppose those brave players could know the value of
their music. There were just those two decks out of the water, and the
men in our boat realized at once that they would have to hasten to pull
far enough away to get outside the awful suction that would follow her
going down.

"Our boat was very poorly manned and equipped. One of the men of the
crew was evidently a cook or something, as he had on a white cap and
jacket and was a very small, slight little fellow, who seemed hardly
strong enough to handle the oar. But they slowly managed to get the
lifeboat moving away from the ship. It was terrible as we were pulled
away to see the numbers of men plunging headforemost from the sinking
decks of the Titanic into the freezing water. The cries of some of them
will always ring in my ears and nothing can efface the memory of those
moments while | live.

"Even at the time we pulled away the doomed sea queen's lights were
burning on the decks visible above water. | do not know how that could
be, but it was so, for | was keenly alive to all that was going on, and

| am sure of that fact.

"Moreover, | doubt if there was ever a finer exhibition of unflinching
courage shown by such a large number of men as was witnessed on the
sinking decks of that great vessel.

Woman Taught Men to Row
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"As soon as we had gotten away a short distance it was apparent that the
crew in our boat knew almost nothing about managing it. The little cook

| have told you of could scarcely swing the oar, and seeing this a
stewardess, whose name | do not know, placed her hands over the small
ones of the sailor cook and tugged away at the oar with him.

"That stewardess did know how to row and she instructed the other man in
the boat how to handle their oars.

"She said that helping to row kept away the cold, so | also took hold of
an oar and assisted in my feeble way, just to keep warm," added Mrs
Brown modestly.

"We had not been away from the Titanic's side more than 15 minutes," she
went on, "when the end came for the steamship. From the way she sank |
feel positive she was practically broken in two. Her bow went under

first and she seemed to settle. Then we heard tile most awful roaring

and rumbling that seemed as if it must be heard over the ocean for

miles. Next the stern of the once magnificent vessel reared high in the

air and seemed to stand upright in the water for some time before it

went down with a long slanting plunge. Dark as it was at the time we

were near enough to sec every feature of the ending of the great vessel.

Found Capsized Lifeboat

"You can imagine the feelings of those in the boats as they watched the
steamship that had stood between them and the ocean for so many days,
the wonderful triumph of the shipbuilder's art in which each passenger
had taken almost a personal pride, disappear into the ocean and to know
that with it must be going down hundreds of brave men.

"We had rowed only a comparatively short distance from the Titanic when
those in the front of the boat called out to the rowers that they could
see some kind of a dark mass in the water ahead of us.

"Presently some of the persons in the boat said they thought they could
see shapes moving and others believed they heard calls. So we stopped
rowing and listened and soon distinctly heard cries for assistance. We
rowed in that direction and soon came up with the dark mass that had
been interesting us.

"It was a floating capsized lifeboat from the Titanic, with about 30 men

clinging to its sides. Our boat was already considered to be loaded to
its capacity, but we felt that we could take a few more persons in it..
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Hung Over Gunwales

"The men in our boat called to the others to say that we could take only
a few of them. They understood and we took on board eight or nine of
those poor fellows. One of the men we thus rescued proved to be the
fourth or fifth officer of the Titanic. It was a relief to have some one

in real authority in the boat.

"By this time we must have had as many as 60 persons in our lifeboat.
We were shoved along the sides of the boat so that some of us were
hanging over the gunwales, and it was fearfully cramping. Afterward we
met other boats not so filled as ours and told them of the men clinging
to the overturned lifeboat. | understand that every person from that
capsized boat was saved.

"It seemed a long time before we got the many boats from the ship
together. To keep them from becoming separated they tied one boat to
that next ahead of it and so kept all close for a long while, but later

in some way our boat became detached from the rest. It was very dark and
cold and the ice was all about us, but we had so much excitement and so
much to think of that we did not feel the cold as we might have.

No Food or Water in Lifeboat

"l do not know just what time it was that the Carpathia came to our aid.
Ours was the last lifeboat to be hoisted up, as we had been the last to
leave the sinking vessel, and ours was the most overcrowded boat of the
entire flotilla. When | reached the deck of the Carpathia it was to find
that both of my sisters had been on the Canard ship for more than an
hour.

"From what | saw and heard it seems that the lifeboat could not have
been properly equipped. They claimed that in one boat there were only
three oars and in ours there was neither food nor water and not even a
light "

When asked if she had heard any shots on the Titanic as she was leaving
the vessel, Mrs Brown said "I heard nothing of the kind. When were
leaving the steamship, an officer did display a revolver and threatened

to shoot anybody who dared to try to leap into our boat. He did fire one
shot into the air to back up what he said. But there was no actual
shooting then or at any other time that | know anything about."

Courtesy of Mark Baber
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WOMEN REVEALED AS HEROINES BY WRECK

New York Times

Saturday 20 April 1912

Mrs. J. J. Brown of Denver Tells Story of Her Seven Hours In Lifeboat

*k%k

Mrs. J. J. Brown, wife of a Denver mine owner, told yesterday afternoon to a reporter for THE
TIMES at the Ritz-Carlton the story of her seven-hour vigil in an open boat after leaving the
Titanic.

Oftentimes it has been written that out of each great moment of history some man has
emerged as master of the situation, some one hand and mind that has controlled where others
held back. From verified statements and from circumstances explained by others the work of
the women make them the central figures in the great sea tragedy.

When seen at the Ritz-Carlton Mrs. Brown wore the same dress in which she had gone over
the side of the liner in a lifeboat. The black and white silk facing of the black velvet outer coat
was discolored, and her white topped shoes were spotted with salt water in which her feel had
rested.

"My hair? Oh, that | have not bothered with since Sunday," she said.
"But this morning? Did you not rest last night?"

"No," she said smilingly. "Why should 1? There was work to do. | left the Carpathia at 3 o'clock
this morning. There were many women there whom | had to look out for."

In the women's parlor of the Ritz-Carlton sat the Russian Consul and a young Russian woman,
who had lost her husband and all of her money in the disaster. This woman had been brought

to the hotel to meet the Consul by the tireless Mrs. Brown, so that something could be done to

assist her. The picture was as perfect a one of absolute democracy as could be obtained.

The woman, who was returning to her luxurious home in Denver after seven hours in an open
boat, during which time she continually used an oar; after four days in watching over others
and waiting on the sick; after remaining up practically all night Thursday night, sat holding the
hand of the little brown-eyed, baby-faced Russian woman, and repeating to her in German
time and again that every thing was all right.
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The grief of the young widow was of that profound kind which has passed the stage of tears.
When the interview was over and she was to go, whither she knew not, in a land where she
was penniless, where she knew no word of its language, she stood for a moment looking at the
stronger woman, who had mastered the situation and had been the leader. Hesitatingly she
held out her hand, and then turning her face up like a little child, she paid the only tribute she
understood as she kissed the older woman on the cheek, and mutely walked away with the
Consul leading her by the hand. It was the final tribute to fortitude combined with tenderness

"The whole thing," said Mrs. Brown, "was so formal that it was difficult for any any one to
realize that it was a tragedy. Men and women stood in little groups and talked. Some laughed
as the first boats went over the side. All the time the band was playing. After a little while |
helped put some women into a boat. | remember the last woman. She was French. She was
very excited. | spoke to her in French and helped to put her into the boat. Somehow I did not
seem to care about the thing of being saved. We thought that the ship was so big that she
could not go down for a day at any rate. The passengers had been stepping from the deck into
the boat in which | put the Frenchwoman. Then they swung 1t out over the water. | had then
gone to an upper deck and was looking down at it and watching the picture.

"I had noticed two men following me from place to place as | talked with the women here and
there. These two men just then followed me to the upper deck and carried me down, and
practically threw me into the boat with the words, "You are going, too.' They were Edward P.
Calderhead and James McGough, two American merchants. | owe my life to them, for there
were no more boats, and | would be now with these who are at the bottom, for | had gone back
upstairs, you see.

"We were lowered to the water as gently as if it were a boat drill. Our boat could have carried
several more. | can still see the men up on the deck tucking in the women and bowing and
smiling. It was a strange sight. It all seemed like a play, like a drama that was being enacted
for entertainment. It did not seem real. Men would say, 'After you,' as they made some woman
comfortable and stepped back. | afterward heard some one say that men went downstairs into
the restaurant. Many of them smoked. Many of them walked up and down. For a while after we
reached the water we watched the ship. We could hear the band. Every light was shining.

"The man in the back of the boat, a quartermaster they said he was, told us to row away from
the big steamer. | was getting cold. | took off my life belt because | knew how cold the water
was and | felt that if | were to be drowned | wanted it over quickly---they say it takes but two
minutes. | did not wish to linger. | figured it all out, and then I got an oar. In this way | managed
to keep warm.

"It was just midnight as we dropped down to the water, perhaps a minute or so after. It did not
seem long before there was a great sweep of water which went over us all. A great wave rose
once and then fell, and we knew that the steamer was gone. We could see as plainly as if it
had been day. There may have been many swimming hut we had rowed at least a mile and a
half by the time the steamer went down, and | saw none of this. | saw no dead people.

To me there was not one tragic harrowing element near me. We were in a boat, we were safe
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and we were at work. | was simply fascinated. In a few moments the man in the back of the
boat began to complain that we had no chance. There were only three men in the boat. For at
least three hours he seemed to break the monotony of it.

"We stood him patiently, and then after he had told us that we had no chance, told us many
times, and after he had explained that we had no food, no water, and no compass | told him to
be still or he would go overboard. Then he was quiet. | rowed because | would have frozen to
death. | made them all row. It saved their lives.

"Soon after the steamer went down we began to see the other boats. In the haze, with a sea as
calm as glass, we talked to two boats which were near us. All of us, sixteen boats in all, waved
back and forth to each other in the growing dawn. A strange man sat in the back of the boat.
He seemed to be a foreigner. He never moved his bands once. | wonder why he did not freeze
to death. He had on kid gloves and a monocle, which he never once dropped out of his eye.
We picked up one man and | put him to work rowing and put some of our clothes around him.

"A little while after the steamer dived down we caw plainly a fishing boat. We pulled hard to try
to get near it, but it faded away in the mist. | think we rowed at least nine miles altogether in
trying to reach this fishing boat, and in rowing back to where we believed we should wait for
help. Then, suddenly, like a streak of lightning over the edge of the sky shot the searchlight of
the Carpathia. | knew we were saved, and | began to look about me. She must have been ten
miles away then. | made them keep on rowing, for | knew they might even then freeze before
we were reachd. [sic]

"Then, knowing that we were safe at last, | looked about me. The most wonderful dawn | have
ever seen came upon us. | have just returned from Egypt. | have been all over the world, but |
have never seen anything like this. First the gray and then the flood of light. Then the sun
came up in a ball of red fire.

"For the first time we saw where we were. Near us was open water, but on every side was ice.
Ice ten feet high was everywhere, and to the right and left and back and front, were icebergs.

This sea of ice was forty miles wide, they told me. Imagine some artist able to picture what we
saw from that boat at dawn in that field of ice, with the red sun playing on those giant icebergs.

"We did not wait for the Carpathia to come to us. We rowed toward it. We were picked up at 7
A. M. We were lifted up in a sort of nice little sling that was lowered down to us. After that it
was all over. The passengers of the Carpathia were so afraid that we would not have room
enough that they gave practically the whole ship to ourselves.

"l was hurrying here to see my son who is in Medford, Ore. He was married very young and
went out there to live. His baby is ill, and, of course, | had to get home to see what | could do. |
left my daughter in Paris, and am going back in May. We are to visit friends in London. | have
not been made afraid by my experience. | have no fear of water. | simply did what was to be
done. For fifteen years | have labored in Denver with Judge Lindsey in rescue work, and when
my time came | did what | could.”

Encyclopedia Titanica | PDF edition provided for personal reference only | Page 3/4



It has been learned that the women passengers of the Titanic who were rescued, refer to "Lady
Margaret," as they call Mrs. Brown, as the strength of them all.

[Note: The identification of the young Russian woman mentioned in the article as Mrs. Kantor
is tentative.

This is one of four articles that appeared under this general headline. The other three relate to
(1) the Countess of Rothes, (2) Malvina Cornell, Charlotte Appleton, Caroline Brown, Edith
Evans and the Fortune Family, and (3) the Graham family, and can be found through those
passengers' summary pages.]
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